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""rys Letter to._the Right Reverend the Lorda 
x "Biſtop of. bs:Province.. -/ 


To the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 
...of Lincoln. | 


| Reverend Brother, 


Writmg to You, and+the reſt of ' our 
| rethren at this time, is-occaſion'd by a 
Apt grovrh of Vice and Prophanenefs 


? Nation: which, tothe great AF 
flition of all good men, appears not only 


- ;x1n the corrupt: practices of particular. x 
ub- 


ſons ; but alſo. in the Endeavours that are uſed to 
vert the general Principles of our holy Religion. And 
this with a boldneſs andopennels, far beyond the exam-* 
ples of paſt times ;-ſo that-it a {peedy ſtop be: not put 
- to ſuch National Provocations, * we have jaſt  cauſe'\to 
fear they may bring down the heavieſt Judgments of 
God upon Us; The preventing whereof belongs moreim- 
mediately to us, who are the. Miniſters of Chrift ; \atid/as 
ſuch, are obl: iged to the utmoſt care and warchfulneſvin 
oppoſi ng the e Inſtruments of Satan. 
[ doubt. not; but many” of the Parechial Clergy are 
ſufficiently, ſenſi le; Potof Lv own duty and the dan- 
er We.are 10 :: In theCiti London and Weſtmin &, 
and other Wert I am $i the good: 'cffefs of gs 
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2 
diligence have been very evident of Jate years. But in 
ſome Parts that are more remote, all of them may not 
ſo-well underſtand either the Arts or the _ of theſe 
Enemies of Religion: And therefore I thought it a Duty 
incumbent on the Station wherein Providence has placed 
me,'to'deſire of You, and thereſt of our Brethren,to warn 
Crokany under your Care, of theſe attempts againſt 
Religion and Virtue; and to excite them to a Diligence 
proportionableto the Danger; and toſuggelt to them ſuch 
Methods as are moſt likely to work a General -> ematige 
With this requeſt, I {end Yow'ſuch Particulars as, in 
my. Opimon, are very neceſſary to be preſſed upon your 
Clergy for the attaining fo defirable an End. As, 


4. That in their own Lives, and the Government of 
their own Families, they would make themſelves Examples 
of a ſober and regular Converſation. Ir is the Apoſtles 
- Reaſoning, If a man know not how to rule his own Po i 
(and much more bis ewn Life and Afions) how ſhall be 
#qke care of the Church of God? The true method of work- 
ingaReformation abroad, 1s to lay the foundation at home; 
which alone can give our Reproofs a juſt Weight and Au- 
thority : but till that 1sdone, no Exhortations, whether in 
publick-or private, can either be offer'd with decency, or 
receiv d with reverence. 

. JL To Piety, they ſhould add Prudence in all their 
Actons and Behaviour: which even in Private Chriſtians 
1s.a-great QrnamentroRelipion ; but in Publick Teachers 
-a molt neceilary qualification for the due diſcharge of 
614 their 
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their Miniſtry. . A-Mz:ldvzeſs of temper, with a Grevityand 
Calmneſs in their-Converlation, will notfailto gain them a 
general Love and Eſteemamong their Neighbours :. and a 
diſcreet Caution in their Words and AGions, will preſerve 
them from thoſe little Imprudences that are ſometimes 1o 
{enſible an Obſtruction: to the good Endeavours of well- 
meaning Men. Perſons in Holy Orders are not only bound, 
in the conduct of their Lives, to conſider what is lawful 
or unlawful. zz it ſe/f, but alſo what is decent or indecent 
in Them, with reipett to their CharaSer and Funition+ 
Abſtaining fron all appearance of evil; and giviny no Of- 
fence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 

HI. While Our Enemies are {o very induſtrious 1n {eek- 
1ng out Objections againſt the ChriſtianReligion; it be- 
comes the Clergy (who are {erapart for the Vindicationof 
it) to be no leſs diligent in their Preparations for itsDe- 
fence: By acquainting themſelves thorowly with the ra- 
tional groundsof Chriſtianity, and the trae ſtate of ſuch 
Points as are the SubjeRs of our preſent Controverſies; 
together with the Objections which are uſually made by 
our Adverlſaries of all ſorts, and theEffeQual Anſwers that 
have: been returned to them by ſo many Eminent Writers 
of our-own Church :: That fo they thay be ready, onall 
occaſions, to do juſtice and: honour to our Religion; 'and 
be able to expole the folly and ignorance of theſe Gain- 
ſaying Men. The Cauſe which-God has putinto our hands, 
is undoubtedly. good; - but the beſt- cauſe may ſuffer by 
the weakanets of its Advocate: and when this happens in 
the matter of Religion, it gives-the Adverſary'an occa- 
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fron. of Triumph, - and-is apt to ſtagger the faith even of 
ſincere and unprejudic'd Chriſtians. * 
IV.. It were to be witht, that the Clergy of every 
Neighbourhood, would agree upon frequent Meet:ngs, to 
conſult for the good of Religion in general, and to ad- 
vile with-one another about any dithculties that may:hap- 
pen in their particular Cures. By what Methods any Evil 
Cuſtom may molt eaſily be broken; How a {inner may 
be moſt effefually reclaimed ;_ and ( in general) How 
each of them in their.ſeyeral circumſtances may contribute 
moſt to theadvancement of Religion. Such Conſultations 
as theſe,” beſides the mutual benefit of advice and inſtru- 
cion, will be a natural means to excite the zeal of ſome, 
to. reduce the over-eagernel(s of others to a due' temper, 
and to provoke All to a Religious Emulation in the 1ms 
provement of Pzety and Order within their reſpeQive Pa- 
riches. And Theſe Meetings mightſ{till be made a greater 
advantage to the Clergy. in carrying. on the Reformation 
of Mens Lives and Manners, by inviting the Church-War- 
ders of, their ſeveral Pariſhes, and other pious perſons a- 
mong the, Lazty, to joyn with them in theExecution of the 
moſt, probable methods that can be: ſuggeſted: for. thoſe 
geod, Ends,  And:we may vety realonably expect the 
happy Effeds: of ſuch a concurrence, : from the Viſible 
Succels of that Noble: Zeal wherewith ſo many about the 
great Cities in tny Neighbourhood, do promotetteue Piety, 
and a Reformation of Manners. And therefore I delice you 
that you will particularly excite your Clergy-to the pro+ 
curing {uch atliftances as theſe, for the more-cffectual 
dilcharge of their own duty. Yo. 


V.. It would: very much further and facilitate all their 
Endeavours of this kind, to gain over the perſons who 
have the greateſt Eſteem and Authority in their Pariſhes, to a 
hearty concernfor the honour of God and Religion : fre- 
quently ſuggeſting to them the Obligation that God has 
laid uponthem to be Examples to others; and the great 
good that itis in their power to do, by ſetting a Pattern 
of regular living, and the unſpeakable miſchief of their 
irregular behaviour. For if once the better Sort can be 
brought to ſuch a Seriouſneſs and Sobriety, the reſt will 
more eaſily follow ; Example being the moſt powerful In- 
{traction; and Experience teaching us that ſhame and fear, 
which ariſe fromthe Authority of ſuch good Patterns, are 
commonly the moſt cftectual reſtraints upon the meaner 
{ort.- 
VI. Where any Perſon is obftinate in his Vices, andnot 
to be rechimedeither by Teaching or Example, by Exhorta- 
tion or Reproef; the Ordinary oughtto/be informed of it, 
that hemay proceed to reclaim{uch by Eceleſraftical Cen- 
fares : and where thole arelike to prove ineffeQual, the Cs 
vil Magiſtrate muſt be applied to, and deſired to proceed a- 
gainſithem according tothe Laws in thoſe Caſes provided, 
Which. Information and Requeſt, eſpecially inthe Caſe of 
{uch incorrigible Offenders, can bemade by none fo-pro- 
perly as by the Clergy ; who may. beſt be ſuppoſed to 
naderſtand the neceſlity there is of having; recourle tothe 
Civil Magiſtrate, Andince our Law-givers have Enacted 
theſe temporal\/Purniſhments, on purpole to afliſt us mthe 
diſchargeof our Miniſtry 3 it would:bea great failing in 


vs, notto-makenſeot them when all other Methods have 
been tried to-little or no Effect. - 

VIL. Every Pious Perſon of the Laity, ſhould, ifneed be, 
be put in mind by the Clergy, that he ought tothink him- 
felt obliged to uſe his beſt endeavours to have ſuch Of- 
fenders puniſhed by the Civil Magjſtrate, ascah noother- 
wiſe be amended. And that when he hears his Neigh- 
bour ſwear or blaſpheme the Name of God, orſees him of- 
fend in drunkenneſs or prophauation of the Lords Day, he 
ought not to neglect to give the Magiſtrate Notice of it: 
In' ſuch a Caſe to be called an Informer, will be ſo far 
from making any Man Odious in the Judgment of Sober 
Perſons, that it will tend to his honour, when he makes 
it appear by his unblameable behaviour, and the carehe 
takes of Himſelf and his own Family, that he doth it pure- 
ly for the glory of God, and the good of his Brethren. 
Such well diſpoſed perſons asare reſolved upon this,ſhould 
be encouraged to meet asoft-as they can, and toconſult 
how they may moſt diſcreetly and effeQually manage 
It in the places where they live. 

VHL As1in reforming the Laity, they ought to uſe the 
Aſſiſtance of the Civil Magiſtrate ; foif any oftheir own 
Brethren be an irregular Liver, and cannot bereelaimed 
by brotherly Admonition, the neighbouring Clergyſhould 
be ſtrictly enjoyned tomake it known to their Diaceſan, 
either by themſelves or the Archdeacon, or by ſome other 
convementway. That ſothe Offender may be Admoniſht 
to live {uitablyto his Charafter; and'if a bare Admonitt- 
onwill not do, he may be proceeded againſt by Eceleſia 


ftical 


— 


flical Cenſures; for the preventing ſuch Scandals and' Me - 


chiefs, as will always accompany the irregular Life of a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

IX. And whereas the Foundations of Piety and Mo- 
rality are beſt laid atthe beginning, in the Religious Edu- 
cation of Children; I cannot but wiſh that every.oneof 
the Parochial Clergy would be very diligent in Catechifing 
the Children under their Care ; andnot only ſo, but in 
calling upon them afterwards, as they grow up, to give 
ſuch er Accounts of their Religion, as may be ex- 
pected: from a riper Age. That being thus carefull 
inſtructed inthe Faxth and Duty of a Chriſtian, they alfo 
may teach their Children the ſame; and ſo Pety, Virtne, 
and Goodneſs, may for ever flouriſh in our Church and 
Nation. | Py 

Theſe DireQions with ſuch others of the ſame nature 
as will occur to you, Ideftre may be Tranſmitted by you 
to the Clergy of your Diceceſe; for the Religious Go- 
vernment of themſelves, and their People, in thele dan- 
gerons Times. So commending you and them \ to- the 


Blefling of God, I reft 


Lambeth. April. Tour A ffefionate Brother 
4% 1699. 


Tho, Cantuars. 
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= FP” received from. our Mo þ wb, obo 4 
3-oah which yg wrtke be tranſmitted: tothe 
Chrgy of my Diaceſe + 4. cannot ſo eafuly. and'ſo efecimally 
obey bis Graces Commands at this time, as by. Recon - 
mending.it.to you it. your a; _ you may have 
hay Communicdting a of it tq, every one 
our 1 ing which reaſor I o_ direded' to have 
cb Copies delivered to. your Hands. 

= defire. you alſo to ſugnifie to the Clergy, at the ſeveral 
Vis of Viſuation, that there is. too..great a Number .of 
onng. Mex that offer themſ elnes to Holy Orders; upon the 
Tale. ' Curates ;. by ks means ' there are more Clergy- 
wen than Places fo them to Officiate it, If there be,a- 

ny that mo ftand in need of Curates, I deft re you t0. ac 
| mu them,.. that, if they. pleaſe: to Write. tome, Frean 
provide them of ſuch as are already in. Holy Orders _ and 
well qualified: forthe Service of Gods Ch Who yet 
want . Subſiſtance, . and that till ſuch as thoſe be Pro- 
eided. for, 1 ſhall be very unwilling to admit of others ups 
on the Title of Curates. So Recommending you, .and all 

my Brethren to the Bleſſing of Almighty God, I Remain 


gona 5. Tour Loving Brathas, 


Ns Ja. Lincoln. 
To theReverend the Archdeacons | 
of the Diceceſe of Lincoln. 
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